Special Needs Ministry

Children’s story/Parable
[Akseniya Liberanskaya]

“We Are All Precious to Him”

I Sam. 16:7
When you prepare for this story, find on the Web pictures of different world currencies. Print them or make PPP with pictures of smooth new currencies and creased, crumpled or torn currencies. You may also choose pictures of people with physical appearances; for example, one with crutches, one in a wheel-chair, a child with Down syndrome, a blind person, etc.

Bring both new, clean and creased, crumpled currencies for the children’s story, to use them for illustration purposes.

“Dear children, wouldn’t it be wonderful if you had an opportunity to actually see how money is printed? There are many currencies of different countries in the world”.
(You may show them the currencies from different countries of the world.)
Show a picture of a clean currency note, and ask the children: “Who knows what it is? And they will say it is money! I’m sure you will enjoy shopping with this clean smooth money”?

Show a clean currency note and an old, crumpled note, and ask them which note they would like to have– a new one or the old one”? I’m sure they all will raise their hands and choose the clean note.

“Dear kids, you just saw two types of bills. Even though one bill was old and did not look clean and smooth, it did not lose its value. It is as valuable as the clean one, and people use both clean and old bills to buy things.

In our church, school, and neighborhood we see different types of people. They may look and act different—some may have physical or mental problems, some may be elderly people, and some may be sick. Being in such situations, they may feel worthless and left behind. They may think that they

are neglected and not valued. Many times, this does happen just because people look different, speak differently, walk differently, etc. and we may think that they are not as smart and important as we are. But it doesn’t matter how different people may look, because God loves everyone in the world just as He loves each one of us.

So always remember that it is important to treat and to be kind to everyone regardless of how they look or act. This will make you and Jesus very happy.

Show them pictures of people with disabilities in a wheelchair, walking with crutches, or a blind person with a walking stick, and name people who may have such physical disabilities in their church or school.

The Bible says in 1 Samuel 16:7:
“…for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.”

This verse reminds us that we are not to ignore or be unkind to people who may look or act different, but always be a friend to them and involve them in everything we do.

“Let’s ask Jesus to help us to treat people as Jesus does—to see them as nice people in spite of their outward appearance.

Prayer: “Dear Jesus, help us remember that we are all precious to You, and help us value those who don’t look as we do. Amen”.
