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MYTHSAND REALITY OF ORPHANITY
Sometimes we must speak up for those who cannakdpethemselves (Proverbs 31:8).Back in
2013, a family in a southern Russian town receivedderful news — the mother was expecting
their first baby! Both the mother and the fatheraohewborn-to-be started preparing for the
arrival of their first child as they looked forwatd spending their whole life with the baby.
However, a genetic test in the first weeks of tlenan’s pregnancy showed that the baby was
likely to have have some serious challenges and hike$y would have a mental disorder. Even
though this family was well off and could look infee future with confidence, the very thought
that they would have to dedicate themselves tadivi and catering for — a disabled child, was
very disturbing. Soon after that, they made a ditfidecision. They decided to leave their child
at a hospital.
One hundred fifty kilometers away from them, a ygpukdventist couple prayed continually
asking Jesus to give them a child. It had beenyears since they been married, and they just
could not have a baby. They went their way of suifte as their hopes for the modern
biotechnologies vanished and were replaced bya dignial and despair... They continued to
pray for the Author of Life could produce a newelior their family. As they did so, a thought
came to them to consider adoption. The wife receav@hone call from a doctor telling her that
he had an option for them. They rejoiced and butewterrified at the same time. It was
definitely an answer to their prayers, but wabét vone they were expecting?
In a short time, they visited the hospital and sagvbaby. It was a wonderful boy. However, he
lacked radial bones in both of his arms. They lmadake a decision and they had to make it
quick. As they bowed their heads in a fervent praieese future parents in their early twenties,
came to Jesus asking for His blessings. They rntaglelecision to take that baby home to be
part of their family. This is how the story begardat will last for eternity...
Today, six years and seven surgeries later, @#anis has functional arms. He was born deaf
but is learning to hear and is beginning to makends. He is as happy as he can be with his
loving and caring father and mother, and a gramd/agrandpa, aunts and uncles, and a large
church family. They are with their love, prayeasid care. In addition, Dennis now has two
brothers and a sister — the sweet results of hisnpsl prayers. They are all fostered or adopted
but with God’s grace, they are one loving family!



Dennis was lucky to end up in a loving Christiamilg. However, the stats show only 10% of
all orphans, children like Dennis and his siblingie able to adjust to life and survive. Most of
these children left without loving and caring holwe out delinquent or even criminal lives after
they graduate from their orphanages. Many beconewdh, substance addicts, prostitutes, and
die before they turn 40. Sometimes they chooseotonait suicide If children were not able to
develop correct and sustainable attachneatsthe dawn of their life, then they face a
deprivation that draws them to an inability to sothe easiest down-to-life challenges. Orphans
growing up that way cannot distinguish evil fronodgpcannot study well, and have no self-care
skills as all of their faculties are directed t@wsung at any cost. This makes them an easy prey
for criminals or drug dealers. It does not mattdatwcountry or culture an orphan lives in. The
problems are similar. The outcome is easily pradiet

The world we live in is a multifaceted one. ThusidBhist and Hinduist cultures discourage
taking care of orphans, as they believe orphansstika consequences of a polluted karma and a
child’s soul needs to be cleansed of that pollutlbrs believed that one may not interfere with
the karmic space or else this bad karma will trantf the one who interferes. When it comes to
the Western. Civilization, it is the reverse. dtnot always easy to arrange to become an
adoptive parent. Either the price of adoption  high, or the laws say that the child must be
placed into its original conditions from which itag/ taken if it is to be saved. There are many
myths in these societies that suggest that theaoiphwvill suffer curses. It is believed that the
orphan’s genetic code predetermines that thesegoloiren will be like their biological parents

— alcoholics, drug addicts, or just villains. Ofucse, this scares off many would be adoptive
parents! However, Christians, those who place tinest in God, are free from the fear of myths.
Our God, the One who commands us to take caresobrphans, is stronger than these mythical
monsters.

THE MISSION OF THE SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
As strange as it may seem, Christians are not dageke care of the deprived children. We
often hear the calling of the Adventist churchagdb literature and medical Evangelism This is
good but we must not stop there! Why do we stopettend leave it to believers in other
denominations to focus on special needs childmeiuding orphans? | believe | have a partial
answer.
We desperately want the world to pay attention $pto see us. We are dreaming of great
projects. However, the polls in the USshow many do not know about Adventists. In other
countries, like Brazil or the Philippines, peopleaynknow something about us, but that
knowledge comes from our distinctive doctrines eatthan from what we are doing in and for
society. For many unchurched persons, a doctrirsindtion is not a crucial aspect of faith
unless it causes a real transformation in the lofetheir fellow citizens. What we actually do
speaks louder than a thousand words.
Charles Mulli, a Kenyan born orphan who becameaessful businessperson, left everything
behind to fulfill God’s desire. He sought to resdhe homeless and fatherless children of his
country. He founded a colony that he called Muliil@ren’s Family. As he trusted the Lord,
Charles was able to rescue more than 150 childoen $tarvation by bringing them into his own
family. This is an ongoing ministry even now. ButlM never dreamed of being great. He just
wanted to rescue one more child, and one more,dnld one more... and more. Jesus thus said
of His own mission that He was sent tpréach the gospel to the poor; ... to _heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the capgivand recovering of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach #weceptable year of the LotdLuk. 4:18-19¥.
Healing the brokenhearted is exactly the ministryptphans. These are the children who were
deeply traumatized and maimed by the closest petidee were the children who were victims
of abuse and ridicule; these were the childrentti@atvhole world rejected. These were the ones
who had no chance for future. Ones like little Denn Christ came to give them a chance. And
we are their chance! We are the ones who can changasitt dme child’s life, suffering of being




unloved and — most likely — unwanted. We are thwlse can say to a child, “I love you!” when
nobody in the world has courage to say these wtrds miserable orphan. Christ's mission
becomes ours when we get to know that this is gxadtat Jesus did for us But God, who is
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he layeis, Even when we were dead in sins, hath
guickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye a&aved;) And_hath raised us up together,
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Ghdesus: That in the ages to come he might
shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kieds toward us through Christ JesugEph.
2:4-7).Christ’s mission becomes our mission at that vepm@nt when we start bearing His
name.

The Spirit of Prophecy wants us to understand hosvgeople of the last days should treat
orphans. Christians have a special callingntil death shall be swallowed up in victory, there
will be orphans to be cared for, who will suffer imore ways than one if the tender
compassion and loving-kindness of our church membare not exercised in their behalf. The
Lord bids us, "Bring the poor that are cast out thy house.” (Isa. 58:7)._Christianity must
supply fathers and mothers for these homeless offdse compassion for the widow and the
orphan manifested in prayers and deeds, will comeg im remembrance before God, to be
rewarded by and By(Review and Herald, June 27, 1893, quotedChristian Service215.5-
216.1).

So why is it so important for us to remember argk teare of orphans? Simply stated, because
God always cares for the defenseless and callséffimg-ather of the fatherless (see Psa. 68:5).
If we care for those whose direct father is God,fwgll Christ's commandment (bve ye each
other’) and acknowledge God as our Father with orphamsgoour brothers and sisters.

WHAT SHALL WE DO?
Think about Apostle Paul's words in Rom. 8:15-1Bor ye have not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear; but ye have received theriBmf adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with owgpirit, that we are the children of God’An
orphan lives with fear. Orphans do not know howleal with the simplest things in life because
they never saw or felt or sensed how a normal fafifé. They don’t know what it is to be a
part of a family where everybody supports, loved eares for each other. Let us say, your child
dropped a glass of water. What do you do? And -t mngsortantly — what does your child do?
Your son or daughter always knows that droppintéaasgof water is not good, but this is not the
worst thing in life. They will respond to your ouwtist with a sense of guilt, but then they will
look to see how you take care of it, and that tvdyremember! What does an orphan do? The
first and only thought an orphan has in a situalik® this is drawing the conclusion, “I abad.
This is why my mother and father left me. This isywobody wants me to leave the orphanage
and should anybody want to take me home with tHeahyays mess things up like this. | see
why | am being rejected.”.
Orphans are haunted by the fears of rejection liloess, and death... But God says He gave us
the Spirit of adoption. We must not be afraid tHat will somehow reject us. He has already
accepted us into His family. This is exactly why w@& open our homes and our arms to
orphans, adopt them into our families and neverdé¢hem alone again. We can be the someone
who loves them.
Psychologists describe this process as buildingiingful relations or attachmentthat result in
creating a gravity pole for a deprived child, agperson whose opinion a deprived child can trust
and rely on. For orphans, we can become such aingfahperson, a father or mother figures
for them. There are multiple ways to do it. | haheady mentioned adoption and foster care.
However, | should mention other options, too.

First, we can become spiritual mentors for orphans. ®m@ugh, we will have to sacrifice
certain comfort and convenience of our personaldy making ourselves available for orphans.
This option is good to serve teenage orphans wamat willing to live with a foster family



because of various reasons (e.g., they might henttized by an unfortunate experience of
living with a foster family) and want to retain senfiorm of independencé&econdwe can
gather a group of youth and organize a plan ofs/tsi an orphanage or a home for children with
limited capacities (as a rule, there are many arpl@mong them). We can make friends with
them and play games, do some handiwork, watch thrisovies and talk with them and while
doing so trying to instill Christian values in théiearts and bring them closer to Jedustd, as
we do it, we can call together a group of prayerriwes at our local church to have them
intercede and plead for specific boys and girls whed a special manifestation of God's love.
And, finally, God can move a heart of a Brother or a Sistehéchurch to sacrifice some
amount of money to do this important ministry. Ficial commitments aimed at supporting the
orphan ministry will become a joyful experience é&very member. It can bring encouragement
and inspiration for the entire church as it caoegtiese children in their own community.

And finally, the most important thing. Ellen G. W#hitells us that the critical mission of a
Christian in orphan ministries is to build theitaahment to all that is good and Heavenly.
“There is a wide field of usefulness before all wivdl work for the Master in caring for these
children and youth who have been deprived of thetetdul guidance of parents and the
subduing influence of a Christian home. Many of thehave inherited evil traits of character;
and if left to grow up in ignorance, they will drifinto associations that lead to vice and crime.
These unpromising children_need to be placed in @spion favorable for the formation of a
right character, that they may become children ob&(Testimonies for the Church. 6, p.
282.1). As surprising as it may seem, Mrs. Whites watually the pioneer of the Adventist
orphan ministry. In her bookSelected Messagethis is how she describes her experience:
“After my marriage | was instructed that | must shoa special interest in motherless and
fatherless children, taking some under my own charfpr a time, and then finding homes for
them. Thus, | would be giving others an examplevafat they could do.

Although called to travel often, and having much iting to do, | have taken children of three
and five years of age, and have cared for them, @ted them, and trained them for
responsible positions. | have taken into my homerr time to time boys from ten to sixteen
years of age, giving them motherly care, and a tiag for service. | have felt it my duty to
bring before our people that work for which those every church should feel a responsibility.
While in Australia | carried on this same line of ark, taking into my home orphan children,
who were in danger of being exposed to temptatitimst might cause the loss of their souls”
(Selected Messages, v. 1, p. 34.1-3). Don’t yonktlthese words describe the modern idea of
mentoring in its best? Didn’t righteous Job lives life the same way?Or have eaten my
morsel myself alone, and the fatherless hath notesathereof; (For from my youth he was
brought up with me, as with a father, and | have iged her from my mother's womb{Job.
31:17-18).According to Job’s testimony, true worshippers ahWeh ministered to orphans’
needs that wagince ancient times — they showed mercy and catteetbelpless children whose
only fault was that their biological parents regettthem by some unknown reason. And this
mercy and care were shown through accepting orpmostheir homes, granting them some
authorities and rights inherent to their biologicdiildren. Please note well the peculiar
motivation that guided both Job and Mrs. White.yte not mean a trendy thing like searching
your own place in life, or self-identification, aplving a problem of personal loneliness. The
saints of God have always been guided by the dateahild whose fate was eternally at risk of
failing to hear the message of salvation. This wees motivation for Job to be a father for
orphans; this was the motivation for Mrs. Whitddke orphans into her own home.

Foster care or adoption are the best possible wlagsrving God for the sake of salvation of the
orphans. There are so many of them in the worldl \gou feel you possess strengths, passion,
abilities, or all of these together to make happyeast one child who is left without parental
love and tenderness, please do it! If you comentanka group of likeminded people who would
love to make a difference in the lives of orphdre;ome part of that group and start acting! If
you want to join an organized form of ministry &alize your potential in the lives of orphans,




find that organization and join your efforts withetn in any capacity — a volunteer, a staff
member, a donor... The principal idea is to followuk steps in His care for the stranded and
rejected and make a positive contribution oncelgamed the will of God revealed to you. This
way we all can have a hope to hear at the end ofifetime journey, Verily | say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the leastn@se my brethren, ye have done it unto
me’ (Mat. 25:40). This is going to be the crown we Wiling to the feet of Jesus on the glorious
day of His return that inspires us, Adventistslite a righteous life, be a true light, and salt on
this earth!

May our good God bless us to serve Him tirelesslyuil dedication, to do all we can as we
know — whatever we cannot do, He will do it Himself

Soli Deo Gloria! Maranatha!
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